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Amendme nts to the Claims 



1 . (Currently amended) An implantable device for changing the spatial relationship between first 
and second bones, the device comprising a wedge body configured and dimensioned for insertion 
into a joint located between the first and second bones, and the wedge body having a thin end 
portion, a thick end tiortion. a first maior side surface which extends from the thin end portionto 
the thick end portion, a second major side s urface which intersects the first major side surface & 
form an edge at the thin end portion and ext e nds from the tbin end portion to the thick , gnd 
portion, and a minor side surface which extends b et w e en the first and second major side surfaces 
and tapers from the thick end portion to the t hin end portion, the wedge body having a 
compartment containing a bone growth inducing material , whoroin tho bono growth inducing 
ffi at e rial includes a bono morphogonio protein . 

2. (Original) The device of claim 1 wherein the bone growth inducing material includes 
demineralized bone. 

3. (Original) The device of claim 2 wherein the demineralized bone is a powder. 

4. (Original) The device of claim 1 wherein the bone growth inducing material includes 
collagen. 

5. (Original) The device of claim 4 wherein the collagen is in the form of apatite compositions 
with collagen. 

6. (Original) The device of claim 4 wherein the bone growth inducing material includes 
demineralized bone. 

7. (Original) The device of claim 6 wherein the demineralized bone is a powder. 
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8. (Currently amended) The device of claim 4 wherein the wedge body is made of a porous 
material. 

9. (Original) The device of claim 8 wherein the porous m aterial includes cavities with at least 
some of the cavities containing a bone growth promoting material. 

10. (Currently amended) The device of claim 1 further including fastener means for fixedly 
connecting the wedge body to at least one of the first and second bones. 

11. (Original) The device of claim 10 wherein the fastener means includes at least one screw. 

12. (Currently amended) The device of claim 10 wherein the fastener means includes a first 
connector configured and dimensioned to connect the wedge body to the first bone and a second 
connector configured and dimensioned to connect the wedge body to the second bone. 

13. (Currently amended) A spinal implant for insertion in a joint located between first and 
second vertebrae, the implant coroprising a wedge member configured and dimensioned for 
insertion into the joint* and the wedee member having ft thin end portion, a thick end portion, a 
first maior side surface which extends from the thin e nd portion to the thick end portion, a 
second maior side surface which intersects the first ma ior side surface to form an edge at the thin 
end portion and extends from the min end portion t o the thick end portion, and a minor side 
surface which extends between the first and se c ond maior side surfaces and tapers from the thick 
end portion to the thin end portion, the wedge member having a compartment containing a bone 
growth inducing materia l; whoroin th e bono growth inducing material includes a bono 
motphogenio protein . 

14. (Original) The implant of claim 13 wherein the bone growth inducing material includes 
demineralized bone. 
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1 5. (Original) The implant of claim 14 wherein the demineralized bone is a powder. 

16. (Original) The implant of claim 13 wherein the bone growth inducing material includes 
collagen. 

17. (Original) The implant of claim 16 wherein the collagen is in the form of apatite 
compositions with collagen. 

1 8. (Original) The implant of claim 16 wherein the bone growth inducing material includes 
demineralized bone. 

19. (Original) The implant of claim 18 wherein the demineralized bone is a powder. 

20. (Original) The implant of claim 16 wherein the wedge member is made of a porous material. 

21. (Original) The implant of claim 20 wherein the porous material includes cavities with at 
least some of the cavities containing a bone growth promoting material. 

22- (Currently amended) The implant of claim 13 further including fastener means for fixedly 
connecting the wedee member body to at least one of the first and second vertebrae. 

23. (Original) The implant of claim 22 wherein the fastener means includes at least one screw. 

24. (Original) The implant of claim 22 wherein the fastener means includes a first connector 
configured and dimensioned to connect the wedge member to the first vertebra and a second 
connector configured and dimensioned to connect the wedge member to the second vertebra. 

25. (Currently amended) The implant of claim 13 wherein the wedge member tapers from die 
thick a trailing end portion to the thin> 4e ading end portion. 
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26. (Original) The implant of claim 25 wherein the wedge member is made of a biocompatible 
metallic material. 

27-29. (Canceled) 

30. (Original) The implant of claim 13 wherein a bone growth promoting material is disposed on 
the wedge member. 

31. (Currently amended) A method of changing the spatial relati onship between first and second 

bones, the method comprising: 

providing an implantable device including an internal compartmen t, the implantable 
device having a thin and nation, a thMr end nortion a first major side fwrftw which extends 
ftnm the thin end nortion to the thi c V end nortion. a second major side wffflw which intersects 
th. first maior side surfed to form an **** at the thin end nortion and extends from the thin end 
portion to the th^k end nortion. ™d a minor side surface which attends between the first and 
sreond maior *p* surfaces and tsners from the thick end portion to the thin end portio n ; 
~~ placing a bone growth inducing material into the internal compartment, the bone growth 
inducing material including a bone morphogenic protein; and 

inserting the implantable device into a joint located between the first and second bones. 

32. (Original) The method of claim 3 1 further comprising connecting the implantable device to 
at least one of the first and second bones. 

33. (Currently amended) The method of claim 3 1 wherein inserting the implantable device into 
the joint located between the first and second bones comprises: 

positioning the thin a» end portion of the implantable device in the joint located between 
the first and second bones; and 

expanding at least a portion of the joint by moving the implantable device into the joint to 
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apply a force against the first and second bones with the implantable device such that the spatial 
relationship between a first central longitudinal axis of the first bone and a second central 
longitudinal axis of the second bone changes as the implantable device is moved into the joint. 

34. (Original) The method of claim 31 wherein the bone growth inducing material includes 
demineralized bone. 

35. (Original) The method of claim 34 wherein the demineralized bone is a powder. 

36. (Original) The method of claim 34 wherein the bone growth inducing material includes 
collagen. 

37. (Original) The method of claim 36 wherein the collagen is in the form of apatite 
compositions with collagen. 

38. (Original) The method of claim 36 wherein the implantable device is made of a porous 
material. 

39. (Original) The method of claim 38 wherein the porous material includes cavities with at least 
some of the cavities containing a bone growth promoting material. 

40. (Currently amended) The method of claim 31 wherein the thick implantable device 
oompriooo a firot end portion has having a first thickness and the thin a second end portion 
oppo jit o th o fir o t e nd portinn nnd h rt -™g has a second thickness less than the first thickness. 

41. (Currently amended) The method of claim 40 wherein inserting the implantable device into 
the joint located between the first and second bones comprises: 

positioning the thjn s e cond end portion of the implantable device in the joint located 
between the first and second bones; and 
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expanding at least a portion of the joint located between the first and second bones by 
moving the implantable device into the joint to apply a force against the first and second bones 
with the implantable device, such that the spatial relationship between a first central longitudinal 
axis of the first bone and a second central longitudinal axis of the second bone changes as the 
implantable device is moved into the joint. 

42. (Original) The method of claim 31 wherein the first and second bones are first and second 
vertebrae. 

43. (New) The device of claim 1 wherein the bone growth inducing material includes a bone 
morphogenic protein. 

44. (New) The implant of claim 13 wherein the bone growth inducing material includes abone 
morphogenic protein. 
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